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Vladimir Putin's nuclear comments spark fears of

Cold War-scale armsrace

By defence reporter Andrew Greene
Updated March 02, 2018 22:55:00

VIDEO: Vladimir Putin says Russia has tested an array of new strategic nuclear weapons. (ABC News)

Vladimir Putin's boast that Russia now possesses
unstoppable nuclear weapons capable of causing
widespread destruction anywhere on Earth has
spooked Australia and close allies, while also
sparking fears of a fresh global arms race.

Speaking on Thursday at the annual state of the
nation address, and with an eye on re-election on
March 18, Mr Putin said the weapons included a
nuclear-powered cruise missile, a nuclear-powered
underwater drone and new hypersonic missiles.

But the Kremlin spokesman, Dmitry Peskov, on
Friday denied that Mr Putin's speech would deepen
Russia's isolation and said the country did not plan
"to get dragged into any arms race".

Senior Australian military figures have told the ABC

RELATED STORY: 'Listen to us now": Putin boasts of Russia's
unstoppable nuclear weapons

RELATED STORY: US military focus shifts to threat from Russia
and China, away from terrorism

MAP: Russian Federation

Key points:

e Kremlin denies Vladimir Putin's speech will
deepen Russia's isolation

e But Australian military figures say his comments
could be a "game changer"

e US Defence Secretary says Russia, China the
main focus of America's national security

that Russia's new nuclear capabilities would be a "game changer" if Mr Putin's initial comments were

accurate.

"The motivation for Putin announcing it now is
unclear, but it could mean a manoeuvrable missile at
low altitude and high speed," one high-ranking official
said.

Malcolm Davis, a senior defence analyst at the
Australian Strategic Policy Institute, agreed Mr
Putin's threats were disturbing.

"You could be potentially back into a more
competitive US-Russian nuclear relationship —
reminiscent of the Cold War," Dr Davis warned.

"The hypersonic systems, and the return to
Fractional Orbital Bombardment [i.e. via South Pole

Is Putin bluffing or should we be
worried?

The Kremlin's enthusiasm for maskirovka — military arts by
deception — makes it hard to tell a bluff from a threat, writes
Matthew Sussex.
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rather than North Pole] will ramp up the tension, as
will the Status 6 Kanyon unmanned underwater

vehicle.

"The latter, with a 100-megaton Cobalt Jacketed
warhead, is particularly nasty — it's designed to
produce long-lasting intense radioactive fallout over
a wide area, primarily to affect large urban areas."

Earlier this year, US Defence Secretary James
Mattis said countering China's rapidly expanding
military and an increasingly aggressive Russia were
now the main focus of America's national security,

outpacing the threat of terrorism.

While Australian military leaders do not typically
focus as much on the threat posed by Moscow as

Step aside Vladimir Putin

Russia is facing a pressing challenge ahead of its own

back on Mr Putin.

their NATO allies, the presence of long-range
Russian strategic bombers flying out of an
Indonesian air base in December did cause alarm.

elections — winning over a new generation that's turning its

"That was an unusual event but we were postured quite appropriately should those [Russian] aircraft have
come south," Defence Chief Air Chief Marshal Mark Binskin told a Senate Estimates hearing on Wednesday.

ABC/wires
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