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Steve Smith and David Warner's ball-tampering
bans are over — but it's been a bit of an anti-
climax

By Geoff Lemon
Posted April 02, 2019 06:15:46

A N s

JE R |

PHOTO: Steve Smith and David Warner are comfortably Australia's best and most accomplished batsmen. (AAP: Dave Hunt)

Analysis Fact Check

So the days of banishment are done. Former
Australia cricket captain Steve Smith and former
deputy David Warner have served their year-long
bans after the ball-tampering scandal in Cape Town
and are eligible to represent the nation once again.

Expiry day was an anti-climax given the pair was off
playing in the Indian Premier League — instead of
resuming in the green and gold, Warner has been
turning out in the burnt orange of Sunrisers

RELATED STORY: The ball-tampering ban is up, but how do
Smith and Warner slot into Australia's line-up?

RELATED STORY: Smith and Warner are free to play cricket
again for Australia, but there's a captaincy catch

RELATED STORY: Australian cricket's summer of existential
crisis comes to an end

MAP: Australia

Hyderabad and Smith in the musk pink of the Rajasthan Royals.

Nor was their ban much of a ban, in that they've been playing cricket constantly in other Twenty20 leagues
around the world, while Sydney grade cricket got more media in one season than it has or will in a

generation either side.

They'll presumably link up with Australia in May ahead of the World Cup in England, but so far their
involvement has been limited to a quick "reintegration” visit to the one-day team in Dubai.
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Australian cricket
captain Steve Smith

'‘Cheat": Steve Smith jeered
as he leaves South Africa
amid police escort

‘They're good young men';
Lehmann fears for players
amid cheating furore

David Warner, ostracised
by teammates, may never
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. . play for Australia again,
PHOTO: Cricket Australia posted a video about Smith and Warner's return to the team on social media. (Supplied: cricket.com.au) sastim Maxwell
A stage-managed affair saw one-minute interviews by the team's media manager published through Cricket Analysis: Cricket lovers
Australia's website. Officially, harmony reigns, with senior players issuing a statement denying Fairfax deserve better than CA's
reports of tensions with Warner. response to ball

. o . . o tampering

More relevant is how the public will welcome them back. While the broadest view seems to be that it's time
to move on from the whole saga, it's safe to say the antipathy and antagonism towards Warner burns far How the ball-tampering

more brightly. incident unfolded

Being identified as the instigator in Cape Town has
seen a lot of people deem him solely culpable and
beyond repair.

How the ball-tampering incident Australia facing
unfolded accusations of hypocrisy

amid ball-tampering

Online responses aren't the best guide to anything in furore

life, but posts about Warner still attract a high
volume of responses rejecting him as a national
player. For Smith and Cameron Bancroft, whose
shorter ban already ended in late December, such
intensity is less common.

Cricket greats react to
ball tampering

History of ball tampering

In contrast, Warner has managed his publicity best ; TOP SPORT STORIES
out of the three. He's kept his mouth shut and his | , SmithandWarnerspall

he&_]d below the. parapet. He hasn't hidden from The ball-tampering plot was planned during a lunch break in tampering bans are over
obligatory media engagements at tournaments, but Cape Town. This is how it played out. — but it's been a bit of an
has said the right things as minimally as possible. anti-climax

He knows he's carrying the can, and at least for now has resolved to do that work in silence. Erin Phillips crowned

AFLW MVP for second time

'He's an animal
Heavyweight boxing
clash turns ugly after
biting incident
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What to expect in this year's
Federal Budget
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$37,000 and $126,000 to receive
tax relief in Budget

- 'Commander in cheat': New book
takes club to Trump's golf game

+ Naked protesters turn Brexit
debate on head, turning other
cheek over climate change

- 'Wow, what a discovery":
Researchers uncover fossils
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+ Analysis: This formula can work

out how hard you should go
during exercise

PHOTO: A new-look David Warner is scoring runs for Sunrisers Hyderabad in the IPL. (AP: Bikas Das) * Inquest into 1975 brothel madam
murder told police chief
confessed in bed

He also grew a beard that looks like a St Patrick's Day party has attached itself to his face. Beards in either ) )

directi . | a shift: Dr Richard Kimble shaved his to b in The Fuaiti hil * 'We're going to die": Snack food
irection signal a shift: Dr Richard Kimble shaved his to become a new man in The Fugitive, while many a promo staff fear for their lives in

man has grown one as the marker of time away. It's an easy visual marker to suggest that outward change Sydney ferris wheel mishap

reflects its interior. - 'Hi, it's Ron Howard here': NT
filmmaker answers Hollywood's
call £
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Smith, Bancroft add PR mess to ban disgrace

Smith and Bancroft have utterly botched their PR. Bancroft framed his suspension as a journey of self-
discovery, but rather than a beard he used an emotive self-addressed 'letter' illustrated by yoga poses that
was published uncritically by The West Australian.
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PHOTO: Bancroft (centre) was caught on camera and then he and Smith (right) had to front the press. (AP: Halden Krog)
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He then jumped on Foxtel for the squishiest of softball interviews with another Perth cricketer, Adam
Gilchrist.

Filmed at an outdoor furniture setting while wearing a singlet, like he'd just rolled off the beach, Bancroft
dropped his interview on Boxing Day, hoovering up attention from the Test team on Australian cricket's
biggest day of the year.

Exclusive Cameron Bancroft Inlorv_im

-

This video file cannot be played.
/8

(Error Code: 224003)

-

VIDEO: Bancroft's letter to himself and his TV interview with Adam Gilchrist received mixed reviews. (ABC News)

It's a bit much to expect an inexperienced player to anticipate every media nuance, but as a collection of fails
it made an unimpressive whole. If he was getting advice then it was poorly conceived.

But Smith set a new standard. Last December, suddenly he was all over TV screens during cricket matches
in an ad for a telco. With emotive music and a 'don't give up' message, the tone was how he'd endured dark
days and was working towards redemption. But his ban still had months to run.

The timing was tone deaf. Smith confirmed he was being paid, then vaguely spoke about diverting some
profits. A mental health charity was tenuously linked to the campaign but never featured in the ad.

What did feature was the massive company logo that flamed across the screen, and the enduring
impression of a player using his ongoing suspension as Instagram inspo to flog phones.
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PHOTO: Steve Smith played a straight bat to questions about his return to cricket when he spoke at the SCG last December.
(AAP: Paul Braven)

The ad also drew Smith out for a press conference, his first since his tearful appearance at Sydney Airport
on being suspended nine months earlier. At the SCG nets he was twitchy, head bobbing, smiling
uncomfortably, licking his lips, eyes jerking from question to question. He was asked how the world might
welcome him back.

"Yeah, | haven't thought too much about that, to be honest," he said.

There's a thing Smith does with his voice when confronted by a heavy topic: his tone creaks in that
phenomenon known as vocal fry, and he throws in a long introductory beachside vowel in an attempt to
sound casual and breezy.

It's like he's suggesting this is the first time an
obvious thing has occurred to him, like the way you
say "Oh, have 1?" when your boss mentions that
you've taken a lot of sick days around grand final
time for the last three years.

How Australian cricket turned
toxic

"I'm just moving forward day to day and moving
forward to do what | need to do to prepare and
hopefully get another opportunity to play for
Australia," he said.

Redemption is an easy fix in sport — media, fans,
everyone loves a redemption story. All it takes is a
goal‘ a medal, a record, a Stlmng vnctory, a Stlmng After Don Bradman said playing cricket was a moral lesson,

defeat. and Allan Border demanded toughness but also integrity,
when did things turn toxic?

For these cricketers, all the heartfelt letters and

voiceovers won't mean much versus the currency of

runs. Imagine if the Ashes front pages get to carry a close-up of Smith in grubbied whites, raising the bat
sternly, the stands of Edgbaston or Headingley blurred in the background.
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But even if those papers get the chance to trumpet vindication, there will still be one thing missing from this
story.
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PHOTO: Steve Smith was putting up historically great Test figures before the ban. (AAP: Dave Hunt)

Nobody has told the truth yet. Nobody has told the full story.

Remember, no player got a year's ban for ball-tampering. They were banned for bringing the game into
disrepute, and a significant part of that involved lying.

Lying to the media in a press conference, lying to the public by that means, and lying to umpires and match
officials investigating what went on.

Lying to cover up Warner's involvement, and lying about using sandpaper on the ball by claiming it was bat
tape rubbed in the dirt.

So far, the public has never been told the details of Cape Town. We've seen the CA charge sheet that lists
the broad offences, but none of the players has sat down and given an actual sequence of events.

Even if no-one in the team had ever ball-tampered before and only those three players knew, there are
questions aplenty.

'i/ g ﬁ“'*

PHOTO: Will runs be enough to get Smith and Warner back in the public's good graces? (AAP: Dave Hunt)

On the afternoon they were caught, who else found out the truth and when? The trio went into a meeting with
management at the tea break and again at stumps.

So how and when did those three players get the chance to coordinate their lies to the press conference and
the match officials?

Did the players decide that together? Were others aware of the plan? And above all, why bother? What was
the intent of the deceit?

The answers aren't about salacious curiosity. They're about accountability for a matter of record involving a
team that represents the Australian public. The same public that has been kept in the dark for the past year.

Bancroft still focused on'l' rather than 'team'
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PHOTO: Cameron Bancroft has become a household name in the last 12 months, but for all the wrong reasons.

(ABC News: Michael Black)

In his TV interview Bancroft described it as "really interesting" that people wanted to know what he'd used on
the ball, saying that the nature of the substance didn't affect the ethics, which is true, but of course leads to
the question: If it didn't matter what the substance was, why say something else?

After criticism of his response, he doubled down on ABC Grandstand: "if other people were triggered by that
then | guess that's their battle to face".

It was a bizarre deflection based on new-age nonsense, shifting the onus onto others for his refusal to
clarify.

Finally, there was Bancroft's frankly delusional take

of why he showed up to that press conference. Five key recommendations for CA

"I think in hindsight the thing that |
was actually proud of in that
moment was the fact that Steve
and | wanted to be accountable
and | guess, really honest about
our actions ... Certainly in myself
that was something | felt really
strongly about, something | KNOW  The Ethics Centre made 41 recommendations in the wake of

the ball-tampering scandal. Here are five of the key
Steve fe Lt reauy StrOl?g Ly abo Ut as recommendations and how Cricket Australia responded.
captain.

There's a body of evidence suggesting that even now, Bancroft doesn't get it. He's shown a self-focus, a
preoccupation about whether Cameron Bancroft had a tough time or forgave himself, with a mess of
backpacker platitudes smoothed over the top, but there isn't much grappling with why his actions were
deemed shameful enough to make his life difficult in the first place.

It's telling, when you look back, that his most memorable line in the South Africa aftermath was about his
grief at giving up his spot in the team, rather than grief at showing that someone else was more worthy of it.

As for Smith, he's already shown how he'll deflect questions over the World Cup and Ashes to come.

"| think it's been documented pretty heavily, what went on," he said when asked for the rundown at his phone
company press conference.

More info the only way of resolving the issue

Except it hasn't been documented — not by the players, and not in regard to the massive holes that remain
in the story. Not in the CA investigation that only interviewed five people and refused to look at any previous
Tests.

Not when there has been zero information on what happened in between the tampering footage flashing up
in the afternoon and the misleading story told by Smith and Bancroft that evening.

The core question is: How do you talk about redemption when you still can't be straight about what
happened?

None of these subjects are life or death. The people rolling their eyes and saying we should get over it have a
point.

The snag is, this story can only be resolved after it gets told in full. Even with no new lies, withholding
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information is still dishonesty.

In his TV ad, Smith's voiceover tells us gravely that "it's about being upfront and honest and taking

responsibility".

It's exactly that, Steve.

Genuine redemption can start with nothing less than the fullest truth. Vaguely gesturing at an outline counts

for nothing. But that's all you can do when the room is still full of ghosts.

Geoff Lemon is a sports writer and broadcaster who has written a recent book Steve Smith's Men:

Behind Australian Cricket's Fall.
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