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Key points:
Mr Trump declared additional economic
sanctions on Iran

He stopped short of making any direct threat of
military action against Iran

The Iranian strikes had come days after Mr
Trump authorised the killing of General Qassem
Soleimani

Why America and Iran hate each
other

They haven't had formal diplomatic relations for decades, and
at times appear on the brink of war. But why?

Why the killing of General
Soleimani is such a big deal

The death of Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani is a
watershed moment, even in the long and bloody history of
Middle East conflict.

What might happen in a US-Iran
war?

Iran and America's tensions are at fever­pitch. Here's a
breakdown of what we know about the two militaries and what
we might expect.

Donald Trump responds to Iranian missile strikes
with threat of new sanctions
Updated January 09, 2020 06:05:02

PHOTO: US President Donald Trump has made a statement about Iran. (Reuters: Jonathan Ernst)

United States President Donald Trump says Iran
appears to be "standing down" and no Americans
have been harmed in ballistic missile strikes on two
Iraqi bases housing US troops.

Speaking for the first time since Iran's attack, Mr
Trump opened up his White House address shortly
after 11.30am on Wednesday (local time) saying,
"As long as I'm President of the United States, Iran
will never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon".

"No Americans were harmed in last night's attack by
the Iranian regime. We suffered no casualties," Mr
Trump said during the address, which signalled a
desire to de­escalate the crisis with Iran.

Mr Trump also declared the US would impose
additional economic sanctions on Iran and that he
would personally, "ask NATO to become much more
involved in the Middle East process".

"The fact that we have this great
military and equipment, however,
does not mean we have to use it.

We do not want to use it. American
strength, both military and

economic, is the best deterrent," he
said.

He added that Americans should be "extremely
grateful and happy" with the outcome.

Mr Trump stopped short of making any direct threat
of military action against Iran.

He urged world powers, including Russia and China,
to abandon the 2015 nuclear accord with Iran and
work toward a new agreement.

"We must all work together toward making a deal with Iran that makes the world a safer and more peaceful
place," he said.

Strikes a retaliation to US killing of General Soleimani

PHOTO: Erbil airbase and Al Asad airbase were hit in the attacks.

(ABC News)

The Iranian strikes came days after Mr Trump authorised the targeted killing of General Qassem Soleimani,
the head of Iran's elite Quds Force.

Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, addressed a gathering of Iranians chanting "Death to
America" earlier on Wednesday, and said Iran's attacks were a "slap on the face" against the United States
and urged US troops to leave the region.

Iranian Foreign Minister said Iran took "proportionate measures" in self­defence and did not seek an
escalation.

External Link: Twitter Javad Zarif: Iran took & concluded proportionate measures in self­defense under Article 51 of UN Charter
targeting base from which cowardly armed attack against our citizens & senior officials were launched. We do not seek
escalation or war, but will defend ourselves against any aggression.

Iranian state television said Iran had fired 15 ballistic missiles from its territory at US targets in its neighbour
Iraq early on Wednesday.

The Pentagon said Al Asad air base and another facility in Erbil were struck.

As it happened: Iran missile strikes

Iranian state television had said 80 "American terrorists" had been killed and US helicopters and military
equipment had been damaged. But it did not say how it obtained that information.

Australia, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Poland
said none of their troops in Iraq were hurt.

Britain, which also has personnel in Iraq,
condemned the Iranian action and said Tehran,
"should not repeat these reckless and dangerous
attacks".

Iraq said its forces did not suffer casualties.

More than 5,000 US troops remain in Iraq along with
the other foreign forces in a coalition that has trained
and backed Iraqis against the threat of Islamic State
militants.

Iran deliberately avoided US
casualties: government
sources

VIDEO: Iranian Revolutionary Guard missiles hitting Al Asad airbase (ABC News)

Mr Trump's reaction in the immediate aftermath of the attacks had been to say on Twitter, "All is well!" and
that Washington was assessing damage.

His early tweet and the comment by Iran's Foreign Minister about not seeking retaliation had acted to soothe
some initial concerns about a wider war and calmed jittery financial markets.

US and European government sources said they
believed Iran had deliberately sought to avoid US
military casualties in its missile strikes to prevent an
escalation.

Mr Trump, who was impeached last month and
faces an election this year, had threatened to target
52 Iranian cultural sites if Iran retaliated for General
Soleimani's killing.

On Wednesday, an Iranian army spokesman had
denied "foreign media reports" suggesting there had
been some kind of coordination between Iran and
the US before the attack to allow bases to be
evacuated, Iran's Fars news agency said.

PHOTO: The Al Assad airbase in Iraq was targeted by Iranian missile strikes. (AP: Nasser Nasser)

Iraq's Foreign Ministry said it rejected Iran's missile attack on Iraqi military bases housing US troops and
would summon Tehran's ambassador in Baghdad to convey its protest.

"The Foreign Ministry rejects these attacks and considers them a violation of Iraqi sovereignty," it said in a
statement.

"It stresses that Iraq is an independent state and that its internal security is its priority. We will not allow it to
become a battlefield.

"The Foreign Ministry will summon the Islamic Republic of Iran's ambassador and convey this to him."
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PHOTO: US President Donald Trump has made a statement about Iran. (Reuters: Jonathan Ernst)

United States President Donald Trump says Iran
appears to be "standing down" and no Americans
have been harmed in ballistic missile strikes on two
Iraqi bases housing US troops.

Speaking for the first time since Iran's attack, Mr
Trump opened up his White House address shortly
after 11.30am on Wednesday (local time) saying,
"As long as I'm President of the United States, Iran
will never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon".

"No Americans were harmed in last night's attack by
the Iranian regime. We suffered no casualties," Mr
Trump said during the address, which signalled a
desire to de­escalate the crisis with Iran.

Mr Trump also declared the US would impose
additional economic sanctions on Iran and that he
would personally, "ask NATO to become much more
involved in the Middle East process".

"The fact that we have this great
military and equipment, however,
does not mean we have to use it.

We do not want to use it. American
strength, both military and

economic, is the best deterrent," he
said.

He added that Americans should be "extremely
grateful and happy" with the outcome.

Mr Trump stopped short of making any direct threat
of military action against Iran.

He urged world powers, including Russia and China,
to abandon the 2015 nuclear accord with Iran and
work toward a new agreement.

"We must all work together toward making a deal with Iran that makes the world a safer and more peaceful
place," he said.

Strikes a retaliation to US killing of General Soleimani

PHOTO: Erbil airbase and Al Asad airbase were hit in the attacks.

(ABC News)

The Iranian strikes came days after Mr Trump authorised the targeted killing of General Qassem Soleimani,
the head of Iran's elite Quds Force.

Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, addressed a gathering of Iranians chanting "Death to
America" earlier on Wednesday, and said Iran's attacks were a "slap on the face" against the United States
and urged US troops to leave the region.

Iranian Foreign Minister said Iran took "proportionate measures" in self­defence and did not seek an
escalation.

External Link: Twitter Javad Zarif: Iran took & concluded proportionate measures in self­defense under Article 51 of UN Charter
targeting base from which cowardly armed attack against our citizens & senior officials were launched. We do not seek
escalation or war, but will defend ourselves against any aggression.

Iranian state television said Iran had fired 15 ballistic missiles from its territory at US targets in its neighbour
Iraq early on Wednesday.

The Pentagon said Al Asad air base and another facility in Erbil were struck.

As it happened: Iran missile strikes

Iranian state television had said 80 "American terrorists" had been killed and US helicopters and military
equipment had been damaged. But it did not say how it obtained that information.

Australia, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Poland
said none of their troops in Iraq were hurt.

Britain, which also has personnel in Iraq,
condemned the Iranian action and said Tehran,
"should not repeat these reckless and dangerous
attacks".

Iraq said its forces did not suffer casualties.

More than 5,000 US troops remain in Iraq along with
the other foreign forces in a coalition that has trained
and backed Iraqis against the threat of Islamic State
militants.

Iran deliberately avoided US
casualties: government
sources

VIDEO: Iranian Revolutionary Guard missiles hitting Al Asad airbase (ABC News)

Mr Trump's reaction in the immediate aftermath of the attacks had been to say on Twitter, "All is well!" and
that Washington was assessing damage.

His early tweet and the comment by Iran's Foreign Minister about not seeking retaliation had acted to soothe
some initial concerns about a wider war and calmed jittery financial markets.

US and European government sources said they
believed Iran had deliberately sought to avoid US
military casualties in its missile strikes to prevent an
escalation.

Mr Trump, who was impeached last month and
faces an election this year, had threatened to target
52 Iranian cultural sites if Iran retaliated for General
Soleimani's killing.

On Wednesday, an Iranian army spokesman had
denied "foreign media reports" suggesting there had
been some kind of coordination between Iran and
the US before the attack to allow bases to be
evacuated, Iran's Fars news agency said.

PHOTO: The Al Assad airbase in Iraq was targeted by Iranian missile strikes. (AP: Nasser Nasser)

Iraq's Foreign Ministry said it rejected Iran's missile attack on Iraqi military bases housing US troops and
would summon Tehran's ambassador in Baghdad to convey its protest.

"The Foreign Ministry rejects these attacks and considers them a violation of Iraqi sovereignty," it said in a
statement.

"It stresses that Iraq is an independent state and that its internal security is its priority. We will not allow it to
become a battlefield.

"The Foreign Ministry will summon the Islamic Republic of Iran's ambassador and convey this to him."
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Key points:
Mr Trump declared additional economic
sanctions on Iran

He stopped short of making any direct threat of
military action against Iran

The Iranian strikes had come days after Mr
Trump authorised the killing of General Qassem
Soleimani

Why America and Iran hate each
other

They haven't had formal diplomatic relations for decades, and
at times appear on the brink of war. But why?

Why the killing of General
Soleimani is such a big deal

The death of Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani is a
watershed moment, even in the long and bloody history of
Middle East conflict.

What might happen in a US-Iran
war?

Iran and America's tensions are at fever­pitch. Here's a
breakdown of what we know about the two militaries and what
we might expect.

Donald Trump responds to Iranian missile strikes
with threat of new sanctions
Updated January 09, 2020 06:05:02

PHOTO: US President Donald Trump has made a statement about Iran. (Reuters: Jonathan Ernst)

United States President Donald Trump says Iran
appears to be "standing down" and no Americans
have been harmed in ballistic missile strikes on two
Iraqi bases housing US troops.

Speaking for the first time since Iran's attack, Mr
Trump opened up his White House address shortly
after 11.30am on Wednesday (local time) saying,
"As long as I'm President of the United States, Iran
will never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon".

"No Americans were harmed in last night's attack by
the Iranian regime. We suffered no casualties," Mr
Trump said during the address, which signalled a
desire to de­escalate the crisis with Iran.

Mr Trump also declared the US would impose
additional economic sanctions on Iran and that he
would personally, "ask NATO to become much more
involved in the Middle East process".

"The fact that we have this great
military and equipment, however,
does not mean we have to use it.

We do not want to use it. American
strength, both military and

economic, is the best deterrent," he
said.

He added that Americans should be "extremely
grateful and happy" with the outcome.

Mr Trump stopped short of making any direct threat
of military action against Iran.

He urged world powers, including Russia and China,
to abandon the 2015 nuclear accord with Iran and
work toward a new agreement.

"We must all work together toward making a deal with Iran that makes the world a safer and more peaceful
place," he said.

Strikes a retaliation to US killing of General Soleimani

PHOTO: Erbil airbase and Al Asad airbase were hit in the attacks.

(ABC News)

The Iranian strikes came days after Mr Trump authorised the targeted killing of General Qassem Soleimani,
the head of Iran's elite Quds Force.

Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, addressed a gathering of Iranians chanting "Death to
America" earlier on Wednesday, and said Iran's attacks were a "slap on the face" against the United States
and urged US troops to leave the region.

Iranian Foreign Minister said Iran took "proportionate measures" in self­defence and did not seek an
escalation.

External Link: Twitter Javad Zarif: Iran took & concluded proportionate measures in self­defense under Article 51 of UN Charter
targeting base from which cowardly armed attack against our citizens & senior officials were launched. We do not seek
escalation or war, but will defend ourselves against any aggression.

Iranian state television said Iran had fired 15 ballistic missiles from its territory at US targets in its neighbour
Iraq early on Wednesday.

The Pentagon said Al Asad air base and another facility in Erbil were struck.

As it happened: Iran missile strikes

Iranian state television had said 80 "American terrorists" had been killed and US helicopters and military
equipment had been damaged. But it did not say how it obtained that information.

Australia, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Poland
said none of their troops in Iraq were hurt.

Britain, which also has personnel in Iraq,
condemned the Iranian action and said Tehran,
"should not repeat these reckless and dangerous
attacks".

Iraq said its forces did not suffer casualties.

More than 5,000 US troops remain in Iraq along with
the other foreign forces in a coalition that has trained
and backed Iraqis against the threat of Islamic State
militants.

Iran deliberately avoided US
casualties: government
sources

VIDEO: Iranian Revolutionary Guard missiles hitting Al Asad airbase (ABC News)

Mr Trump's reaction in the immediate aftermath of the attacks had been to say on Twitter, "All is well!" and
that Washington was assessing damage.

His early tweet and the comment by Iran's Foreign Minister about not seeking retaliation had acted to soothe
some initial concerns about a wider war and calmed jittery financial markets.

US and European government sources said they
believed Iran had deliberately sought to avoid US
military casualties in its missile strikes to prevent an
escalation.

Mr Trump, who was impeached last month and
faces an election this year, had threatened to target
52 Iranian cultural sites if Iran retaliated for General
Soleimani's killing.

On Wednesday, an Iranian army spokesman had
denied "foreign media reports" suggesting there had
been some kind of coordination between Iran and
the US before the attack to allow bases to be
evacuated, Iran's Fars news agency said.

PHOTO: The Al Assad airbase in Iraq was targeted by Iranian missile strikes. (AP: Nasser Nasser)

Iraq's Foreign Ministry said it rejected Iran's missile attack on Iraqi military bases housing US troops and
would summon Tehran's ambassador in Baghdad to convey its protest.

"The Foreign Ministry rejects these attacks and considers them a violation of Iraqi sovereignty," it said in a
statement.

"It stresses that Iraq is an independent state and that its internal security is its priority. We will not allow it to
become a battlefield.

"The Foreign Ministry will summon the Islamic Republic of Iran's ambassador and convey this to him."

ABC/Reuters

Topics: unrest­conflict­and­war, international­aid­and­trade, us­elections, united­states, iran­islamic­republic­of, iraq

First posted January 09, 2020 03:55:51

TENSIONS BETWEEN IRAN
AND THE US

Could tension between
the US and Iran spark
World War 3?

How capable is Iran's
military and what threat
would it pose in a war?

What we know about
Iran's General Qassem
Soleimani

Why did Donald Trump
provoke Iran into striking
US troops?

America and Iran are on
the brink of war. This is
why they hate each other

US-Iran tensions are on
the rise. Here's what that
could mean for Australia

Iran captures British oil
tanker in Strait of
Hormuz, UK says seizure
of Stena Impero
'unacceptable'

US threatens to shoot
down Iranian drones that
come too close to its ships

Donald Trump confirms he
called off attack on three
sites in Iran as operation
was underway

New US sanctions
targeting Iran's Supreme
Leader marks 'a new level
of provocation'

THE TRUMP PRESIDENCY

Your impeachment
questions answered

The political theatre of
Trump's impeachment

Understanding Trump's
America through his
supporters

The President's greatest
impeachment shield

A turning point for the
impeachment hearings

Sondland decides not to
be Trump's fall guy

Democrats reveal their
impeachment strategy

Trump's impeachment
process goes public

Why is Trump's phone call
with a foreign leader an
impeachable offence?

Feel like the 2016 US
election never ended?
You're right

Trump's Greenland deal
had diplomats shaking
their heads. Now they're
shaking in their boots

Trumps greeted by
protesters as they met
latest shooting victims

White supremacy is
manifesting in a way
Trump didn't expect

Trump declares China a
currency manipulator,
what does it mean for
Australia?

I was the first black
Republican
congresswoman. Trump
should apologise.

House of Representatives
denounce Trump's racist
attacks in Congressional
vote

Trump's attack on the
Democratic 'squad' are a
blatant campaign
strategy

Donald Trump praises
Boris Johnson as 'Britain
Trump'

Five things we learned
from Robert Mueller's
Congress testimony

Trans military couple
speak out after Donald
Trump issues ban on
transgender troops

Donald Trump is siding
with his electioneers over
John Bolton on Iran

Being a Donald Trump
'bestie' comes with its own
challenges for Scott
Morrison

#GenerationLockdown:
Two Australians shake up
America with viral anti-
gun ad

No, this article will not tell you to
move back in with your parents and
get them to lend you $50,000 for your
first home. Because for most of us,
that's just ridiculous.

As society moves away from fossil
fuels, we will need more radical new
technologies for storing energy to
support renewable electricity
generation.

Have you ever wondered how our
native wildlife manage to stay alive
when an inferno is ripping through
their homes?

Previous US presidents knew killing
Iran's top general wasn't worth the risk
or repercussions. Donald Trump went
ahead and did it.

TOP STORIES
Trump responds to Iranian missile
strikes with threat of new sanctions

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle to
step back as senior royals

Analysis: Trump's big gamble banks
on his enemy being a bigger
problem alive than dead

Murderer's row: the Melbourne
beach hiding a dark secret

Fire danger increases again in
Victoria as conditions worsen

There's been 'huge interest' in
Indigenous fire practices, experts
say — this is how they work

I've lost three houses to fire. This is
how I rebuilt my life

Volunteer firefighters tell of 24­hour
shifts and 'proud' feeling of saving
homes

Dozens of Iranians and Canadians
among 176 killed in Boeing crash

'Well­defined and clear trends':
Australia just faced down its hottest
and driest year on record

JUST IN
Drought, fires dry up chocolate milk,
yoghurt supplies as farmers pushed
to the brink

I've lost three houses to fire. This is
how I rebuilt my life

There's been 'huge interest' in
Indigenous fire practices, experts
say — this is how they work

All­Indigenous cast in Australian
cricket story that 'needs to be told'

Prince Harry and Meghan Markle to
step back as senior royals

'Well­defined and clear trends':
Australia just faced down its hottest
and driest year on record

Fire danger increases again in
Victoria as conditions worsen

Volunteer firefighters tell of 24­hour
shifts and 'proud' feeling of saving
homes

Trump's big gamble banks on his
enemy being a bigger problem alive
than dead

Murderer's row: the Melbourne
beach hiding a dark secret

MOST POPULAR
Iran's Supreme Leader hits out at
US after missile strikes: As it
happened

Dozens of Iranians and Canadians
among 176 killed in Boeing crash

Ayatollah warns Iran missile strike
is a 'slap on the face' against US

Trump knew Iran would retaliate for
Soleimani's killing — here's why he
did it anyway

Ross Garnaut's climate change
prediction is coming true and
experts warn it's going to cost the
nation billions

The bushfire lies spreading 'wildly'
on social media (photos)

We've built the battery of the future
out of a common element

This Aussie business shuts its
doors every Wednesday. Its profit
and productivity have soared

World War III? A look around the
world tells us it might already be
here

Don't open up a new bank account,
just give it to mum and dad

ANALYSIS & OPINION
Trump's big gamble banks on his
enemy being a bigger problem alive
than dead

There's something unusual in
Morrison's response to Iran's
airstrike

Will Donald Trump strike back?

I've watched real­time lethal drone
strikes. This is how an attack plays
out

Trump knew Iran would retaliate for
Soleimani's killing — here's why he
did it anyway

The ingenious tricks animals have
found to outsmart bushfires

We've built the battery of the future
out of a common element

The making of a fluffy icon that's
worth $3b to Australia each year

World War III? A look around the
world tells us it might already be
here

'We wound up with a $700,000
mortgage': Our reliance on house
insurance in disasters can be costly

FEATURES

ABC Home

Sites Log In Search

Trump's America Trump's America Planet America

How these millennials save Sulfur batteries could our
green future

This is how animals survive
a bushfire

Trump's Iran strategy

Sections

ABC News

Just In

World

Business

Health

Entertainment

Sport

Analysis &
Opinion

Weather

Topics

Archive

Corrections &
Clarifications

Local Weather

Sydney Weather

Melbourne
Weather

Adelaide Weather

Brisbane Weather

Perth Weather

Hobart Weather

Darwin Weather

Canberra
Weather

Local News

Sydney News

Melbourne News

Adelaide News

Brisbane News

Perth News

Hobart News

Darwin News

Canberra News

Media

Video

Audio

Photos

Subscribe

Podcasts

Newsletters

Connect

Contact Us

SITE MAP

Change to mobile view

This service may include material
from Agence France­Presse (AFP),
APTN, Reuters, AAP, CNN and the

BBC World Service which is
copyright and cannot be reproduced.

AEDT = Australian Eastern Daylight
Savings Time which is 11 hours
ahead of GMT (Greenwich Mean

Time)

Terms of Use Privacy Policy Accessibility ABC Help Contact the ABC © 2020 ABC

Just In Politics World Business Analysis Sport Science Health Arts Fact Check Other

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-08/iran-launches-missiles-at-iraqi-air-base-housing-us-troops/11851500
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/who-was-qassem-soleimani-iran-commander-killed-by-us-strikes/11839618
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/who-was-qassem-soleimani-iran-commander-killed-by-us-strikes/11839618
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-03/who-was-qassem-soleimani-iran-commander-killed-by-us-strikes/11839618
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-08/iran-launches-missiles-at-iraqi-air-base-housing-us-troops/11851500
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-08/footage-by-fars-news-agency-claims-iran-has-launched-missiles/11851802
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-08/footage-by-fars-news-agency-claims-iran-has-launched-missiles/11851802
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-08/iranian-official-taunts-donald-trump-with-flag-tweet/11851832
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-07/world-war-3-qassem-soleimani-trump-us-and-iran/11841254
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iran-military-capability-united-states-conflict-explainer/11842138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iran-military-capability-united-states-conflict-explainer/11842138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-06/iran-military-capability-united-states-conflict-explainer/11842138
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-08/donald-trump-has-options-for-responding-to-iran/11852860
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-01-09/al-assad-air-base/11853656
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-22/donald-trump-latest-iran-movements-push-back-john-bolton/11237404
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-07-19/being-a-trump-bestie-comes-with-its-own-challenges-for-morrison/11323570
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-06-01/two-australians-made-a-viral-gun-control-video/11118340


RELATED STORY: Analysis: Will Donald Trump strike back?

RELATED STORY: Ayatollah warns Iran missile strike is a 'slap
on the face' against US

RELATED STORY: Iran has retaliated against the US. Here's
what you need to know

RELATED STORY: I've watched real­time lethal drone strikes.
This is how an attack plays out

MAP: United States

Key points:
Mr Trump declared additional economic
sanctions on Iran

He stopped short of making any direct threat of
military action against Iran

The Iranian strikes had come days after Mr
Trump authorised the killing of General Qassem
Soleimani

Why America and Iran hate each
other

They haven't had formal diplomatic relations for decades, and
at times appear on the brink of war. But why?

Why the killing of General
Soleimani is such a big deal

The death of Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani is a
watershed moment, even in the long and bloody history of
Middle East conflict.

What might happen in a US-Iran
war?

Iran and America's tensions are at fever­pitch. Here's a
breakdown of what we know about the two militaries and what
we might expect.

Donald Trump responds to Iranian missile strikes
with threat of new sanctions
Updated January 09, 2020 06:05:02

PHOTO: US President Donald Trump has made a statement about Iran. (Reuters: Jonathan Ernst)

United States President Donald Trump says Iran
appears to be "standing down" and no Americans
have been harmed in ballistic missile strikes on two
Iraqi bases housing US troops.

Speaking for the first time since Iran's attack, Mr
Trump opened up his White House address shortly
after 11.30am on Wednesday (local time) saying,
"As long as I'm President of the United States, Iran
will never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon".

"No Americans were harmed in last night's attack by
the Iranian regime. We suffered no casualties," Mr
Trump said during the address, which signalled a
desire to de­escalate the crisis with Iran.

Mr Trump also declared the US would impose
additional economic sanctions on Iran and that he
would personally, "ask NATO to become much more
involved in the Middle East process".

"The fact that we have this great
military and equipment, however,
does not mean we have to use it.

We do not want to use it. American
strength, both military and

economic, is the best deterrent," he
said.

He added that Americans should be "extremely
grateful and happy" with the outcome.

Mr Trump stopped short of making any direct threat
of military action against Iran.

He urged world powers, including Russia and China,
to abandon the 2015 nuclear accord with Iran and
work toward a new agreement.

"We must all work together toward making a deal with Iran that makes the world a safer and more peaceful
place," he said.

Strikes a retaliation to US killing of General Soleimani

PHOTO: Erbil airbase and Al Asad airbase were hit in the attacks.

(ABC News)

The Iranian strikes came days after Mr Trump authorised the targeted killing of General Qassem Soleimani,
the head of Iran's elite Quds Force.

Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, addressed a gathering of Iranians chanting "Death to
America" earlier on Wednesday, and said Iran's attacks were a "slap on the face" against the United States
and urged US troops to leave the region.

Iranian Foreign Minister said Iran took "proportionate measures" in self­defence and did not seek an
escalation.

External Link: Twitter Javad Zarif: Iran took & concluded proportionate measures in self­defense under Article 51 of UN Charter
targeting base from which cowardly armed attack against our citizens & senior officials were launched. We do not seek
escalation or war, but will defend ourselves against any aggression.

Iranian state television said Iran had fired 15 ballistic missiles from its territory at US targets in its neighbour
Iraq early on Wednesday.

The Pentagon said Al Asad air base and another facility in Erbil were struck.

As it happened: Iran missile strikes

Iranian state television had said 80 "American terrorists" had been killed and US helicopters and military
equipment had been damaged. But it did not say how it obtained that information.

Australia, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Poland
said none of their troops in Iraq were hurt.

Britain, which also has personnel in Iraq,
condemned the Iranian action and said Tehran,
"should not repeat these reckless and dangerous
attacks".

Iraq said its forces did not suffer casualties.

More than 5,000 US troops remain in Iraq along with
the other foreign forces in a coalition that has trained
and backed Iraqis against the threat of Islamic State
militants.

Iran deliberately avoided US
casualties: government
sources

VIDEO: Iranian Revolutionary Guard missiles hitting Al Asad airbase (ABC News)

Mr Trump's reaction in the immediate aftermath of the attacks had been to say on Twitter, "All is well!" and
that Washington was assessing damage.

His early tweet and the comment by Iran's Foreign Minister about not seeking retaliation had acted to soothe
some initial concerns about a wider war and calmed jittery financial markets.

US and European government sources said they
believed Iran had deliberately sought to avoid US
military casualties in its missile strikes to prevent an
escalation.

Mr Trump, who was impeached last month and
faces an election this year, had threatened to target
52 Iranian cultural sites if Iran retaliated for General
Soleimani's killing.

On Wednesday, an Iranian army spokesman had
denied "foreign media reports" suggesting there had
been some kind of coordination between Iran and
the US before the attack to allow bases to be
evacuated, Iran's Fars news agency said.

PHOTO: The Al Assad airbase in Iraq was targeted by Iranian missile strikes. (AP: Nasser Nasser)

Iraq's Foreign Ministry said it rejected Iran's missile attack on Iraqi military bases housing US troops and
would summon Tehran's ambassador in Baghdad to convey its protest.

"The Foreign Ministry rejects these attacks and considers them a violation of Iraqi sovereignty," it said in a
statement.

"It stresses that Iraq is an independent state and that its internal security is its priority. We will not allow it to
become a battlefield.

"The Foreign Ministry will summon the Islamic Republic of Iran's ambassador and convey this to him."

ABC/Reuters

Topics: unrest­conflict­and­war, international­aid­and­trade, us­elections, united­states, iran­islamic­republic­of, iraq
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Key points:
Mr Trump declared additional economic
sanctions on Iran

He stopped short of making any direct threat of
military action against Iran

The Iranian strikes had come days after Mr
Trump authorised the killing of General Qassem
Soleimani

Why America and Iran hate each
other

They haven't had formal diplomatic relations for decades, and
at times appear on the brink of war. But why?

Why the killing of General
Soleimani is such a big deal

The death of Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani is a
watershed moment, even in the long and bloody history of
Middle East conflict.

What might happen in a US-Iran
war?

Iran and America's tensions are at fever­pitch. Here's a
breakdown of what we know about the two militaries and what
we might expect.

Donald Trump responds to Iranian missile strikes
with threat of new sanctions
Updated January 09, 2020 06:05:02

PHOTO: US President Donald Trump has made a statement about Iran. (Reuters: Jonathan Ernst)

United States President Donald Trump says Iran
appears to be "standing down" and no Americans
have been harmed in ballistic missile strikes on two
Iraqi bases housing US troops.

Speaking for the first time since Iran's attack, Mr
Trump opened up his White House address shortly
after 11.30am on Wednesday (local time) saying,
"As long as I'm President of the United States, Iran
will never be allowed to have a nuclear weapon".

"No Americans were harmed in last night's attack by
the Iranian regime. We suffered no casualties," Mr
Trump said during the address, which signalled a
desire to de­escalate the crisis with Iran.

Mr Trump also declared the US would impose
additional economic sanctions on Iran and that he
would personally, "ask NATO to become much more
involved in the Middle East process".

"The fact that we have this great
military and equipment, however,
does not mean we have to use it.

We do not want to use it. American
strength, both military and

economic, is the best deterrent," he
said.

He added that Americans should be "extremely
grateful and happy" with the outcome.

Mr Trump stopped short of making any direct threat
of military action against Iran.

He urged world powers, including Russia and China,
to abandon the 2015 nuclear accord with Iran and
work toward a new agreement.

"We must all work together toward making a deal with Iran that makes the world a safer and more peaceful
place," he said.

Strikes a retaliation to US killing of General Soleimani

PHOTO: Erbil airbase and Al Asad airbase were hit in the attacks.

(ABC News)

The Iranian strikes came days after Mr Trump authorised the targeted killing of General Qassem Soleimani,
the head of Iran's elite Quds Force.

Iran's Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, addressed a gathering of Iranians chanting "Death to
America" earlier on Wednesday, and said Iran's attacks were a "slap on the face" against the United States
and urged US troops to leave the region.

Iranian Foreign Minister said Iran took "proportionate measures" in self­defence and did not seek an
escalation.

External Link: Twitter Javad Zarif: Iran took & concluded proportionate measures in self­defense under Article 51 of UN Charter
targeting base from which cowardly armed attack against our citizens & senior officials were launched. We do not seek
escalation or war, but will defend ourselves against any aggression.

Iranian state television said Iran had fired 15 ballistic missiles from its territory at US targets in its neighbour
Iraq early on Wednesday.

The Pentagon said Al Asad air base and another facility in Erbil were struck.

As it happened: Iran missile strikes

Iranian state television had said 80 "American terrorists" had been killed and US helicopters and military
equipment had been damaged. But it did not say how it obtained that information.

Australia, Germany, Denmark, Norway and Poland
said none of their troops in Iraq were hurt.

Britain, which also has personnel in Iraq,
condemned the Iranian action and said Tehran,
"should not repeat these reckless and dangerous
attacks".

Iraq said its forces did not suffer casualties.

More than 5,000 US troops remain in Iraq along with
the other foreign forces in a coalition that has trained
and backed Iraqis against the threat of Islamic State
militants.

Iran deliberately avoided US
casualties: government
sources

VIDEO: Iranian Revolutionary Guard missiles hitting Al Asad airbase (ABC News)

Mr Trump's reaction in the immediate aftermath of the attacks had been to say on Twitter, "All is well!" and
that Washington was assessing damage.

His early tweet and the comment by Iran's Foreign Minister about not seeking retaliation had acted to soothe
some initial concerns about a wider war and calmed jittery financial markets.

US and European government sources said they
believed Iran had deliberately sought to avoid US
military casualties in its missile strikes to prevent an
escalation.

Mr Trump, who was impeached last month and
faces an election this year, had threatened to target
52 Iranian cultural sites if Iran retaliated for General
Soleimani's killing.

On Wednesday, an Iranian army spokesman had
denied "foreign media reports" suggesting there had
been some kind of coordination between Iran and
the US before the attack to allow bases to be
evacuated, Iran's Fars news agency said.

PHOTO: The Al Assad airbase in Iraq was targeted by Iranian missile strikes. (AP: Nasser Nasser)

Iraq's Foreign Ministry said it rejected Iran's missile attack on Iraqi military bases housing US troops and
would summon Tehran's ambassador in Baghdad to convey its protest.

"The Foreign Ministry rejects these attacks and considers them a violation of Iraqi sovereignty," it said in a
statement.

"It stresses that Iraq is an independent state and that its internal security is its priority. We will not allow it to
become a battlefield.

"The Foreign Ministry will summon the Islamic Republic of Iran's ambassador and convey this to him."

ABC/Reuters

Topics: unrest­conflict­and­war, international­aid­and­trade, us­elections, united­states, iran­islamic­republic­of, iraq
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